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The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

Claims 4, 5, 6 and 7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Reynolds. 

Reynolds discloses a device comprising a base (having vertical components and 
horizontal components), legs (5) a rotating handle bar (30) which is slidably attached to the 
vertical extend of the platform and adapted to allow a patient to stretch through a sliding motion 
of the handle bar. Reynolds discloses a patient positioned on the platform. 

As to the user of the device being directed as to how to use the device the examiner notes 
that it is known and obvious to employ . .. a trainer to instruct a user on how to use a device. 

Applicant has not designated the orientation of a surface. Surface has improper 
antecedent basis. 

The method of claim 5 is inherent in the use of the rotating element of the handle bar. 

In regard to claim 6, note that all of the components of the device include springs. 

In regard to claim 7 Reynolds provides two sets of handle members (33, 35) to allow a 
user to perform progressively more strenuous exercises by increasing the amount of resistance 
placed on a user by allowing the user to select the position of the arm member (35). 

Claims 12, 13, 14, 16 and 17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Harmon. 
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Harmon discloses the method of 12 and 13 (Fig. 16a) having a platform, wherein the 
platform allows a user to lye down and grip the handle - bar (304) and slide the handle bar away 
from the platform in a direction generally parallel to the plane of the platform. 

The method of using the device is made obvious in view of the combined disclosure of 
Harmon (col. 3). 

In regard to claim 14 note element (312) of Harmon. 

In regard to claim 16 and 17, as broadly claimed, Harmon disclose a handle bar which 
may be fixed in a plurality of angle/rotated positions. 

Claim 18 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Harmon in view 
of Harris et al or Danylieko. 

Harmon discloses the device of claim 18 substantially as claimed absent the device 
including a platform, which is placed on a surface and defines an acuate angle. 

Harmon however does disclose his device as being combinable with a bench for user 
support see (col. 3, lines 20-29). 

Harris et al and Danylieko disclose bench means which are acutely angle to the floor. 

Given the above combined teaching the examiner notes that it is well known and obvious 
in the art to exercise against a resistance means while lying on a bench which is acutely angled to 
the floor. 

Claims 12 and 15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Drath. 

Drath discloses a device comprising: a platform 26 and 28 having two end portions (66, 
68) a Hached to yoke members having through holes which are attached to rails 60 and 62. 
These members would equate to the claimed members: the handle bar track being the yoke 
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members of Fig. 4 A element 58. Element (58) being a handle bar track. The handle bar being 
connected to element (58), the platform being elements 26 and 28, which is connected to a 
platform track \ 62 and 60 and wherein they are slidably engaged. 

In view of applicant remarks dated and faxed 4/27/06 the examiner, has examined the 
above elected claims 4-7 and 12-18 elected. The previously examinerSclaim 1-3, 8-11 and 19 
were examined and were not the elected claims. Accordingly applicant election of the claims 4-7 
and 12-18 is made final and claims 1-3, 8-11 and 19 have been withdrawn. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication should be directed to Jerome Donnelly at 
telephone number (571) 272-4975. 



Jerome Donnelly 
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